
WINTER 2023  A QUARTERLY MAGAZINE FOR 
MEMBERS OF DENVER BOTANIC GARDENS



Curiosity and imagination, two defining characteristics 
of humanity, are the origins of science and art. While 
we often separate the two, they are inextricably 
linked, both stemming from a drive to understand and 
interpret the world around us.

Ponder the origin story of corn. More than 9,000 
years ago, the people of what is now southern Mexico 
began cultivating teosinte, eventually developing a 
staple food crop that would undergird nutrition for all 
subsequent generations. Corn production worldwide 
reached almost 1.2 billion tons in 2020. It all began 
with a deep interaction with nature, observation, trial 
and error, testing and acceleration of knowledge. 
Soon, this remarkable plant figured into art that 
depicted an interrelationship with society itself. 

Consider geodesy, the study of the shape and size of 
our planet. Both Plato and Aristotle posited that Earth 
was in fact a sphere, partly because of observations of 
stars and constellations that were different in faraway 
lands. Around 240 B.C.E., Eratosthenes performed an 
experiment using shadows cast at the same time in two 
different places in Egypt. He came within one or two 
percent of Earth’s circumference. While humans were 
searching for cosmic understanding, they were also 
creating endless artistic and religious explanations of 
celestial bodies. 

More than two millennia later, here at the Gardens, 
we seek to combine science and art to serve a critical 
element of our mission statement: providing delight 
and enlightenment to everyone. With the opening of 
the Freyer – Newman Center, we combined offices 
for the departments of Research & Conservation and 
Art, Exhibits and Learning Engagement. This fusion 
of disciplines recognizes the commonalities between 
science and art, and the need for both to advance 
human potential.

The next time you visit, we hope to inspire your 
curiosity about the wonders around us, refreshing your 
sense of understanding and awe.

Onward.

Brian Vogt 
Denver Botanic Gardens CEO
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The Gardens is grateful for funds from 
the Scientific & Cultural Facilities 
District (SCFD), which enable us to 
expand services and enhance the 
quality of our programs and exhibits. 
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Denver Botanic Gardens 
1007 York St., Denver, CO 80206 
Pre-purchased tickets and advance member passes only. 
Check the website for early closures. 
Through March 31: 9 a.m. – 5 p.m., last admission 4 p.m. 

Denver Botanic Gardens Chatfield Farms 
8500 West Deer Creek Canyon Rd., Littleton, CO 80128 
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General Information: 720-865-3500
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Donations: 720-865-3528 
Gift Shop: 720-865-3595 
Membership Services: 720-865-3525 
Private Events: 720-865-3551 
Volunteering: 720-865-3609 
Helen Fowler Library: 720-865-3570 
Tours: 720-865-3539

Visit Our Website for More Information:  
Gardening Help from Colorado Master Gardeners 
Kathryn Kalmbach Herbarium 
Sam Mitchel Herbarium of Fungi

Editor: Tiffany Coleman 
Graphic Designer: Nick Elias 
Photographer: Scott Dressel-Martin

The mission of Denver Botanic Gardens is to connect 
people with plants, especially plants from the Rocky 
Mountain region and similar regions around the world, 
providing delight and enlightenment to everyone.

botanicgardens.org

Warm up in the  
Cactus and Succulent House

mailto:gardeninghelp%40botanicgardens.org?subject=
https://www.botanicgardens.org/our-collections/kathryn-kalmbach-herbarium-vascular-plants
https://www.botanicgardens.org/our-collections/sam-mitchel-herbarium-fungi
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By Lisa M.W. Eldred, Director of Exhibitions, Art & Learning Engagement;  
Head Curator of Art, and Jennifer Neale, Ph.D., Director of Research & Conservation

Scientific inquiry and artistic investigation are 
both driven by curiosity—by questions framed 
as a means to understand and process the 
world around us. The disciplines of art and 
science can comment, compel and interpret. 
Curiosity-driven work is exemplified at the 
Gardens by staff and artists. There is an art to 
conducting good scientific investigations and 
a science to creating art.

Mycologist Dr. Andrew Wilson is curious 
about mushrooms he sees in the forest and 
brings them back to our labs to investigate 
their traits in order to classify them, 
documenting diversity. Ecologist Dr. Christina 
Alba wants to know how the trees planted 
along the High Line Canal in Denver will fare 
over time, asking questions that reach into 
the future. Artist-in-residence Amy Wendland 
works with herbarium staff to build on her 

botany series, which she describes as  
“a marriage of the objective and subjective, 
the fanciful and the factual,” to “keep noticing 
and to help others notice as well.”

The Gardens opens doors for individual or 
community exploration of nature. Nature can 
inspire you to seek out a local park or step 
onto a woodsy trail; to take a picture of a 
plant for scientific documentation; to draw 
what you see or write poetry about how you 
feel. The Freyer – Newman Center is a place 
staff and visitors alike can make observations, 
ask questions and seek creative outcomes. 
Visit the galleries and the library, take a  
class or enjoy a tour of natural history 
collections to formulate your own questions  
to follow your own interests and pursue 
your own curiosity. 

Curiosity

Left: Dr. Christina Alba 
assesses soil texture and 
composition near a newly 
planted tree along the  
High Line Canal.

Right: Amy Wendland, 
Supplanted [invasive,  
non-native], colored pencil 
and herbarium sample, 2019.
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Dr. Andrew Wilson photographs  
a freshly collected mushroom in the field.

botanicgardens.org | 3
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The Art and Science of 

DESCRIBING  
A NEW SPECIES
By Jennifer Ackerfield, Ph.D., Head Curator of Natural History 
Collections, Associate Director of Biodiversity

Recognizing and describing a new species known to science can be 
a daunting task. While it is likely this species has had one or many 
common names over the course of its existence, this is the first time 
the species is being described in a scientific context. Describing 
new species gives them a formal scientific name, so that information 
about them can be officially recognized and passed along. 

You want to make sure you have sufficient 
evidence to back up your hypothesis that this 
morphologically distinct population warrants 
recognition as an undescribed species. You don’t 
want to be accused of “bug hole botany,” or 
naming new species based on the number of bug 
holes in the leaves.

You have to designate a type herbarium 
specimen, or a reference specimen for your 
new species. This way, anyone can look 
at the specimen later and see all the same 
morphological details that you did. Sometimes, 
older herbarium specimens are designated as 
types if the author cannot get to the type locality 
to make their own collection.

You must write a formal description of your 
species, including a detailed morphological 
analysis, and information on the habitat, 
distribution, threats and a list of all the herbarium 
specimens you examined to form this description. 
This description is essential – now your new 
species can be compared to other closely related 
species. Never forget, science must always be 
repeatable, so others need to be able to see the 
same traits you see. The list of specimens allows 
for this description to be tested again and again 
in an empirical framework. In the description, 
it is always useful to provide a dichotomous 
key, or a series of choices between alternative 

First

Second

Third

RESEARCH & CONSERVATION
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characters, to all closely related species. That 
way, others can distinguish this new species from 
species that have previously been described. 

You must provide an illustration and/or 
photographs of the new species to accompany 
your description. Words are great, but a picture 
is worth a thousand of them! Lastly, your 
description and accompanying illustration must 
be published in a peer-reviewed journal, where 
at least two other experts in the same field 
scrutinize your work prior to publication, thus 
ensuring academic scientific quality. Now, your 
new species has officially become part of Earth’s 
described biodiversity.

This year, I described and published two new thistle species for 
the southern Rocky Mountains – Cirsium funkiae Ackerf., the funky 
thistle, and Cirsium culebraense Ackerf., the Culebra Range thistle. 
And I am working on yet another new thistle species that is endemic 
to the La Sal Mountains of Utah. You’ll see that my last name, 
Ackerfield, appears after the scientific name of each new species, 
denoting that I was the author that wrote the description. I am 
especially excited to publish the La Sal thistle description soon,  
as I have been working closely with Shiere Melin, adjunct 
teaching artist for the School of Botanical Art & Illustration, on the 
illustration. In short, thistle be the art and science of describing  
a new species.

Fourth

Shiere Melin, Cirsium ‘La Sal’, colored pencil, 2022.Image by New York Botanical Garden

http://www.botanicgardens.org


6 | WINTER 2023

EXHIBITIONS, ART AND LEARNING ENGAGEMENT

MELANIE  
YAZZIE
Peace Walking 
January 29 – May 29 
Member Preview Day: Saturday, January 28

Contemporary artist Melanie Yazzie intertwines 
nature and narrative in prints, paintings and 
sculptures to explore the experiences that 
have shaped her. Yazzie employs a personal 
iconography featuring animal, plants, land maps 
and female figures to tell a story of strength 
and community, drawing in part from her Diné 
(Navajo) heritage. Her work conveys qualities of 
wonder and healing, while encouraging viewers 
to find life’s beauty through the natural world. 

Melanie Yazzie, He is With Us,  
acrylic and mixed media, 2022.  

Renewal: Sculptures by 

TAMARA 
KOSTIANOVSKY 
February 26 – June 18 
Member Preview Day: Saturday, February 25

Repurposing fabrics to build textile sculptures 
of tree stumps and tropical birds with flora, 
Tamara Kostianovsky’s works weave together 
a narrative about loss and the power of hope. 
Kostianovsky’s sculptures draw on inspiration 
from her childhood home in Argentina to 
reveal historical and contemporary challenges 
confronting South American and Caribbean 
landscapes. Renewal envisions a utopian future 
for people and wild places—restored beyond the 
exploitations of the past. 

Tamara Kostianovsky, Becoming Native (detail), 
 discarded textiles on wood, 2022. 

OPENING SOON
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RELATED PROGRAMS

Artist Workshop with Melanie Yazzie: 
Exploring Monotype with Gelli 
Plates and Akua Inks 
Saturday, February 4, 10 a.m. – 4 p.m.
Fee: $215 non-member; $180 member  

Don’t miss this opportunity to work with 
Melanie Yazzie! Participants are guided 
through a printmaking process that produces 
one-of-a-kind images.

Exhibition Reception and Tamara 
Kostianovsky Artist Talk
Friday, February 24
Reception 5-8 p.m.; artist talk at 6 p.m. 
Registration required.

Enjoy an evening exploring exhibitions 
Peace Walking and Renewal featuring artists 
Melanie Yazzie and Tamara Kostianovsky, 
respectively. Hear Kostianovsky speak about 
her practice, sculpture and works in the 
adjacent exhibition.

Melanie Yazzie Artist Talk
Thursday, March 9, 6 p.m.
$15 non-member; $10 member

Join artist Melanie Yazzie for a discussion  
of her artwork and the themes featured  
in the exhibition Peace Walking. Learn more 
about the artist and her methods as she 
shares the vibrant and deeply engaging 
stories that fuel her artistic practice.

RELATED TOURS
See details on page 18.

Curator Conversations
Explore the galleries with curatorial staff  
to learn more about current art exhibitions. 

Exploring Exhibitions
Join a docent on a gallery tour of  
art exhibitions. 

MEMBERSHIP

Adventures in Art
By Jazmine Rodriguez,  
Membership Coordinator 

Savor the treat of exclusively observing 
the intersection of science and art in 
the Freyer – Newman Center. Members 
now have an exciting new benefit: early 
access to exhibitions. Members can view 
exhibitions on the Saturday before they 
open to the public; all that is needed 
is a general admission ticket for the 
day, which you can reserve online or 
check in at the front desk. “The Freyer 
– Newman Center is just the place to 
take guests on their visit to Denver,” says 
Sandra Hoops, volunteer and long-time 
member. “Tour three art galleries, stop 
to watch many scenes from Colorado 
at the immersive video wall and then 
wander 24 acres of glory. What a gift 
to oneself, family and friends.” 

See our current and upcoming 
exhibitions to plan your next visit. We 
could not do this extraordinary work 
without the support of our members.
 

VOLUNTEER

Ongoing Volunteer 
Opportunities Re-open
Now is a perfect time to consider 
joining us as an ongoing volunteer! 
Volunteers support horticulture, 
educational programming, the visitor 
experience and so much more.  
For more information on the Gardens’ 
volunteer program and specific details 
on both ongoing and special event 
volunteer opportunities at both York 
Street and Chatfield Farms, visit  
botanicgardens.org/volunteer or  
email us at vol@botanicgardens.org.  
New volunteer onboarding begins  
in February.   

botanicgardens.org | 7
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HILDEBRAND RANCH
Assessment and Renovation

By Larry Vickerman, Director of Chatfield Farms 

CHATFIELD FARMS

8 | WINTER 2023
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In the fall 2022 issue of Inside the Gardens, we learned about the history of the Hildebrand 
Ranch and the pioneering Hildebrand family that built a successful working ranch in the Deer 
Creek Valley. The original log cabin dates to 1866, but the entire complex of buildings – 
listed on the National Register of Historic Sites since the early 1980s – includes 14 different 
structures built at various times. 

In mid-2022, Denver Botanic Gardens was awarded a Historic Structures Assessment Grant 
from the History Colorado State Historical Fund. The grant funds have been used to hire 
Form+Works Design Group, LLC to assess the current condition of each structure and provide a 
detailed plan for repairs to bring each building back to as stable condition as possible.

The Hildebrand Ranch site provides visitors a rare glimpse into the workings of a turn-of-the-
20th-century ranch, with many original structures still standing on the site. The Hildebrand 
Ranch structures include: 

•	 The original cabin, which had east 
and west wings added over the past 
150 years

•	 A summer kitchen fully outfitted with 
cookstove and utensils, used for 
cooking meals during the summer 
season without heating up the house

•	 A blacksmith shop with a forge and 
all the tools needed to repair wagons 
and other farm equipment

•	 A re-created woodshed for storing 
cooking and heating fuel. The original 
woodshed collapsed many years 
ago and was rebuilt using all period-
appropriate lumber and hardware.

•	 A granary used to store grains for 
animal feed produced on the ranch 

•	 A sawdust-insulated icehouse used 
to store ice cut from local creeks and 
ponds in the winter. The stored ice 
was used by the Hildebrand family to 
keep perishables like milk and butter 
cool all summer long.

•	 A re-created carriage shed that 
is used for drying herbs, flowers 
and lavender from the gardens at 
Chatfield Farms. The original carriage 
shed collapsed in a snowstorm four 
years ago.

•	 A milk barn used for housing the family 
milk cow and a stable for sheltering 
draft horses and other farm animals

These buildings have withstood the test of time, and once the assessments are completed, 
Denver Botanic Gardens will proceed to raise funds to complete renovation of the  
entire site.

botanicgardens.org | 9
Photo courtesy the Denver Public Library  

(Western History Collection MCC-2410) Photo from the Gardens' archives

http://www.botanicgardens.org
https://www.botanicgardens.org/magazine/fall2022/index.html
http://www.botanicgardens.org
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What a Difference 
A DAY CAN MAKE

By Surbhi Kamboj, Assistant Manager of Community Relations 

With space to run and picnic, immersive sculpture 
One Fell Swoop by artist Patrick Dougherty, and 
plenty of trees and native plants, Chatfield Farms 
is a spectacular place to soak up nature.

Last fall, Project Worthmore visited Chatfield Farms 
through The Clinton Family Fund Go2Gardens Free 
Shuttle Program, bringing 110 students, family 
members and chaperones for an afternoon outing. 
Families in bright, traditional attire carried out 
tray after tray of Burmese, Afghan and Sri Lankan 
food, the smells of spiced dishes filling Deer 
Creek Stables. In the heart of Denver’s refugee 
community on east Colfax, Project Worthmore’s 
mission is to provide programs that foster 
community, self-sufficiency and increase quality  
of life among Denver-area refugees who have 
been forced to flee their country because of 
persecution, war or violence. 

Through a network of community partners 
that provide services to our most vulnerable 
populations, such as refugees, The Clinton Family 
Fund Go2Gardens Free Shuttle Program provides 
free transportation, admission and programming 
with the goal of making Denver Botanic Gardens 
a more equitable and inclusive institution.

The visitors from Project Worthmore represented 
25 different countries and spoke dozens of 
different languages. Together, they shared food 
on blankets ornate with vivid designs, watched 
their children effortlessly play despite not speaking 
the same language, and took countless selfies to 
commemorate their visit to Chatfield Farms. The 
day was filled with joy, and there is no doubt that 
everyone went home feeling a little lighter—the 
Gardens’ staff who facilitated the visit included.

Patrick Dougherty, One Fell Swoop, willow saplings, 2019.  
Site-specific installation at Chatfield Farms. Photo by Katie Pham.

https://projectworthmore.org/
https://www.botanicgardens.org/our-impact/free-shuttle-program
https://www.botanicgardens.org/our-impact/free-shuttle-program
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Winter Garden
By Melissa Gula, Manager of Family and         Children's Programs 

While looking outside on a cold winter day it can 
be easy to forget how the vibrant colors of spring 
buds, summer flowers and autumn leaves inspire 
works of art and bring joy to so many. This 
winter, as you wait for nature’s diverse palette 
of colors to return, take a closer look at the less 
colorful, but still beautiful, winter garden.

Bundle up the family and take a walk outside. 
While exploring, look closely at the dormant 
plants along the way. Look for twigs, seed pods 
and bark that might have fallen from plants. 
Choose three or four items to take back home 
with you. Once home, use your fingers to explore 
the textures of the items you found. Did you find 
anything that was bumpy, soft or prickly? An 
object’s texture not only feels interesting, but it 
can look interesting, too!  

Find some clay or craft dough or make a batch 
of your own from scratch to investigate how the 
different textures you found look. Roll out a piece 
of dough and try pressing one of your objects 
into the flattened dough. Gently pull the object 
out of the dough. What do you see?

The impression left behind by the object you found 
will reveal interesting details and patterns. Some 
of the objects may even stick to the dough to make 
for a more interesting visual piece of art inspired 
by the textures of the winter garden. Whether 
its spring, summer, winter or fall, the garden 
showcases many shapes, colors and patterns to 
help inspire the natural artist in all of us!

botanicgardens.org | 11

FAMILY CORNER 
THE HIDDEN GEMS 

OF THE
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STRAWBERRIES
and SNOW
By Laura Swain, Horticulturist 

Autumn has long since faded to winter, the 
dahlias dug and tulips tucked into their earthly 
respite, and the bold colors of summer annuals 
have given way to the muted hues of winter. I 
like to think of this as a shift change, where the 
less ostentatious specimens of the garden step 
forward into the spotlight. 

One plant that boasts year-round interest is 
Arbutus xalapensis, the Texas madrone or Texas 
madroño. Sharing a family with blueberries and 
rhododendron, this small broadleaf evergreen 
tree occurs from southwest Texas throughout 
Mexico and south to Costa Rica. However, 
thanks to proper placement and the urban heat 
of Denver, we have several specimens growing 
successfully in Dryland Mesa and the Roads 
Water-Smart Garden. 

The most notable identifying characteristic of the 
madrone is the smooth bark that peels away in 
sheets as it grows, ranging from dark rusty color 
in fall and winter to pink to green to pale gray as 
new growth emerges. These elegant exfoliating 
stems tend to develop gnarled and tortuous forms, 
often creating the perfect frame to display clusters 
of creamy bells like ornaments, filling the air with 
fragrance in late spring. 

The Latin arbutus and Spanish madroño both 
mean “strawberry tree” and reference the scarlet 
fleshy fruits that follow the flowers in late fall, as 
the first snows begin to arrive. 

Despite being one of the most prevalent species 
of madrone, Arbutus xalapensis has eluded 
popular cultivation, stoking the allure of mystery. 
It requires very stable mineral soils, where 
little root disturbance occurs, and therefore is 
challenging for nursery production and garden 
establishment. However, the remarkable bark, 
coarse evergreen leaves and fragrant flowers 
make this species one that’s worth more research 
and cultivation. That, and the fact that every 
gardener likes a good challenge.  

PLANT PORTRAIT

Photo by Laura Swain
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The 

JAPANESE GARDEN
By Phillip Douglas, Director of Horticulture & 
Center for Global Initiatives

As the largest individual garden at our 
York Street location, Shofu-en provides a 
thoughtful reprieve and peaceful place for 
contemplation. Koichi Kawana, the Hokkaido-
born landscape architect responsible for 
Japanese-style gardens at public institutions 
around the country, designed our garden 
in 1979. A traditional Japanese garden for 
strolling, the “Garden of Pine and Wind” 
takes its inspiration from the peaks and 
summits of the Rocky Mountains to our west. 

In the planning and construction of Shofu-en,  
Kawana chose not to use the traditional 
Asian species of pines found in most gardens, 
Pinus parviflora (Japanese white pine) and 
P. thunbergii (Japanese black pine). Instead, 
he looked to the west and drew inspiration 
from our native Pinus ponderosa (ponderosa 
pine) and their ability to thrive in unique 
sculptural forms shaped by the extreme 
climatic conditions of the Rockies. Over 100 
of these character pines were hand-chosen 
and collected with permission of private 
landowners for use in the design of this 
garden. Many of these venerable trees are 
close to 400 years old and are some of the 
most valuable pieces of our living collection. 

As winter continues here in Denver, Shofu-en 
takes on an enchanting visage of expression, 
revealing articulated character and movement 
so thoughtfully cultivated through placement 
and pruning. We hope that you can make 
time this winter to stroll through the Japanese 
Garden and be inspired by this thoughtful 
place for contemplation.

FEATURED GARDEN

http://www.botanicgardens.org
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MNRNJN78xiA
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Gain Practical, Powerful 

HERBALISM KNOWLEDGE 
with Certificate Program
By Blake Burger, Assistant Curator, Horticulture

The Herbalism Certificate Program returns 
to Denver Botanic Gardens in the spring, 
offering a comprehensive and immersive 
learning experience for those interested in 
the world of herbalism. Using the lush and 
vibrant Gardens as a classroom, participants 
learn how to incorporate herbs in their lives 
that may improve health and wellness.  
This year, the Gardens offers a two-course 
series. Led by an experienced group of 
certified herbalists, the Spring 101 Course 
introduces students to the basic principles 
of herbalism, including terminology, 
wildcrafting and remedy-making both in a 
classroom setting as well as outdoors. The Fall 
Advanced Course builds off the foundation of 
the spring course, providing an in-depth study 
of more than 70 medicinal plants and their 

uses to improve health and vitality throughout 
the body. Learn to manipulate and process 
medicinal plants into remedies like teas, 
tinctures, hydrosols and tonics. 

A great benefit of participating in this 
program at the Gardens is the interactive 
learning opportunities. With the two courses 
coinciding with the growing season, students 
observe herbs growing from spring through 
fall. Frequent tours familiarize students with 
the medicinal plants growing at the Gardens. 
Botany classes are held among growing 
plants, allowing for an up close and personal 
learning experience. And with access to fresh 
plant material that has been grown from 
seed and harvested on-site, the remedies 
made throughout the course are of the 
highest quality. This program offers students 
the unique opportunity to transform into 
confident, knowledgeable and resourceful 
plant stewards while gaining an introduction 
to practical and powerful herbalism.

PROGRAMS

14 | WINTER 2023
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A NEW GARDENER
Boot Camp
Onsite option, Saturday, March 11, 9 a.m.
Online option, Saturday, March 22

Are you a blank slate when it comes to starting 
your very own garden? Worried about ending 
the growing season with a pile of dead plants 
and sad vegetables? Join us online or onsite for 
sessions packed with answers to all those looming 
and mysterious gardening questions. Beginners 
are especially welcome. Details will be available 
on our website soon.

GARDEN CAMP  
AND FARM CAMP 
Registration Opens Soon!
Onsite

Help your child reap the positive mental and 
emotional effects of immersion in nature with a week 
of Garden Camp or Farm Camp! Spring and summer 
camp registration for members begins on January 12 
and remaining spots open to the public on  
January 16. Weekly themes include Art, Mythical 
Gardens and a week of Gardening 101 at York 
Street, as well as Life on the Farm and a Pollinator 
Week at Chatfield Farms. We also offer spring break 
camp at York Street. Visit our webpage or email 
gardencamp@botanicgardens.org for more info.

PROGRAMS

Left page photo by Andre Guerra, Unsplash.com 
Right page photo by Zoe Schaeffer, Unsplash.com  15

http://www.botanicgardens.org
https://catalog.botanicgardens.org/default.aspx
https://www.botanicgardens.org/education/children-family-programs/garden-camps-kids
mailto:gardencamp%40botanicgardens.org?subject=
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HONORING  
TRADITION
and Creating Connections
By Hannah Craft, Associate Director of Learning Engagement & Interpretation 

The School of Botanical Art & Illustration gets 
to the heart of Denver Botanic Gardens as an 
institution: an intersection of disciplines focused 
on the fusion of art, science and curiosity. 

The school’s programs focus not only on artistic 
techniques but also on the plants themselves. 
Courses in botany, visits to our herbaria and 
opportunities to learn from staff horticulturists and 
researchers round out the curriculum and provide 
context for the practice of botanical illustration. 
Whether in person at the Freyer – Newman 
Center, in an outdoor classroom at Chatfield Farms 
or in an online format, we offer multiple pathways 
for artists of all skill levels to pursue their passion. 

Beyond illustration, opportunities to engage, 
learn and connect with other creatives abound! 
Intersections: Conversations on Art & Science 
(formerly Café Botanique) is a lecture series open 
to all. Creative Convenings are casual social 
events featuring art demonstrations, music and a 

supply swap in our classroom spaces. Or you can 
draw and learn while surrounded by inspirational 
exhibitions featuring local and international artists 
in our new Sunday Sketching in the Galleries 
series. Regardless of your motivation or skill level, 
you’ll find opportunities within these programs to 
connect with people and the natural world.

Thanks to ongoing support from Botanical Interests, 
the School of Botanical Art & Illustration 
scholarship program provides tuition and supplies 
for courses in botanical illustration.  

An exhibition of work by our 2022 Botanical 
Illustration Certificate Program graduates is on view 
in the Helen Fowler Library through Sunday, March 
12 during library hours. No admission required. 

Specimens with illustrations  
by Asuka Hishiki, 2018.

REGISTER FOR A CLASS TODAY ONLINE OR 
CALL 720-865-3500. 

SCHOOL OF BOTANICAL ART & ILLUSTRATION

https://www.botanicgardens.org/education/school-botanical-art-illustration
https://www.botanicgardens.org/art-exhibits/current-upcoming
https://www.botanicgardens.org/art-exhibits/current-upcoming
https://www.botanicalinterests.com/
https://www.botanicgardens.org/education/school-botanical-art-illustration/botanical-illustration-scholarship-program
https://catalog.botanicgardens.org/default.aspx?tagid=10&_ga=2.54219560.1439594076.1667832726-203052724.1655402803
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The Beauty and  
Structure of an 

ACORN
By Ashley Guesman, MPA, Major Gifts Manager

A young boy rolls a brown acorn around in 
the palm of his hand, feeling the polished but 
ridged surface. He, along with his brother, gazes 
through the glass into the Bill and Alice Collister 
Herbarium Workroom in the Freyer — Newman 
Center and wonders what the volunteers and staff 
are examining in their microscopes. Later, back in 
his grandmother’s art studio, he studies the object 
before attempting to draw a visual representation 
of the acorn. “You come to understand structure 
through drawing,” muses donor Joey Terriquez, a 
loyal supporter of the Gardens. “You must dissect 
something before you can recreate it. Science 
and art are always interconnected.” 

The interconnectedness of art and science is 
an enduring theme in Joey’s life. Growing up 
in Minneapolis near Lake Harriet, her mother 
encouraged Joey and her siblings to play 
outdoors as much as possible, and they often 
spent their time riding bikes and exploring the 
natural world around them. During one phase of 
her career, Joey was a teacher and led a team 
in an interdisciplinary learning program. Joey 
strives to impart to her son and grandchildren 
both her intrinsic love and respect of nature and 
the outdoors and the joy she experiences through 
philanthropy. 

Showing her six- and nine-year-old grandsons the 
Terriquez Family Classroom, a space primarily 
used for courses taught by the School of Botanical 
Art & Illustration, inside the Freyer — Newman 
Center, is a proud moment for Joey. She believes 
that Denver Botanic Gardens is an institution 
that makes giving joyful, because supporting the 
Gardens means supporting quality scientific and 
artistic programming, as well as other endeavors 
that benefit our community. 

Photo by Lynn Danielson, Unsplash.com Michael Campbell, Acorn and Leaf,  
colored pencil, 2020.

DEVELOPMENT

http://www.botanicgardens.org
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TOURS
Explore our gardens or galleries with a knowledgeable guide any time of year to gain fresh 
insight and inspiration! For more information, tour prices or to register, visit our website or 
contact tours@botanicgardens.org. 

YORK STREET TOURS
FREE DROP-IN TOURS
Drop-In Garden Highlights Tours  
Select Fridays – Sundays (and Monday 
holidays) at 11 a.m. & noon

    Drop-In Herbaria Tours
Select Fridays and Saturdays at 10 a.m.

    Guided Introduction to the  
    Gardens in Spanish
Introducción guiada a los Jardines  
en español 
January/Enero 20 at 10:30 a.m. 
February/Febrero 3, 17 at 10:30 a.m. 
March/Marzo 3, 17 at 10:30 a.m.

STAFF-LED TOURS 
Curator Conversations
January 12 at 10 a.m. 
March 16 at 10 a.m.

DOCENT-LED TOURS
At Home with Your Houseplant
January 14, 29 at 10 a.m. 
February 19, 25 at 10 a.m. 
March 4, 26 at 10 a.m.

Love Potions from the Vine
January 28, 29 at 10 a.m. & 2 p.m. 
February 5, 6, 12, 13 at 2 p.m. 
February 14 at 10 a.m. & 2 p.m.

Seasonal Discoveries
January 14, 22 at 2 p.m. 
February 11, 26 at 2 p.m. 
March 4, 19 at 2 p.m. 

Exploring Exhibitions
January 14, 22 at 2 p.m. 
March 5, 25 at 10 a.m. 

CHATFIELD FARMS TOURS
DOCENT-LED TOURS
Seasonal Discoveries
January 22 at 2p.m. 
February 25 at 2 p.m. 
March 26 at 2 p.m.

PRIVATE TOURS AT YORK 
STREET OR CHATFIELD FARMS
Looking for a customized experience for  
your group? Schedule a private guided  
tour. For more information, contact  
tours@botanicgardens.org.

PLAINS CONSERVATION CENTER
For more information, contact pccinfo@botanicgardens.org or call 720-739-0870.

NEW

NEW

mailto:tours%40botanicgardens.org?subject=
https://www.botanicgardens.org/york-street/tours
https://www.botanicgardens.org/chatfield-farms/tours
https://form.jotform.com/221877289251162
https://form.jotform.com/221877289251162
mailto:tours%40botanicgardens.org?subject=
https://www.botanicgardens.org/other-locations/plains-conservation-center
mailto:pccinfo%40botanicgardens.org?subject=
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Helen Fowler Library Hosts 

“MEET A RARE BOOK” 
By Nitzan Watman, Public Services Librarian

There are sizeable windows along the 
front and side of the Edward P. Connors 
Rare Books Reading Room, a space within 
the Helen Fowler Library. From those 
windows, visitors may be surprised to 
see rare books on display, some dating 
back to the 17th century. These books tell 
many stories, and the library’s new “Meet 
a Rare Book” program attempts to bring 
those stories fresh voices.

Rare books are often associated with secure 
storage, with exclusive access to them 
usually only granted to seasoned scholars. 
However, with careful handling, rare books 
offer another opportunity for Gardens 
visitors of all walks of life to engage with 
the natural world, in this case with parts of 
the written record of botanical history.

“What do scholars study with rare 
books?” This question was posed by a 
recent participant of the program. Along 

with invaluable insight into the history 
of botanical illustration and of medicinal 
botany, the rare books at Helen Fowler 
Library can teach us about the evolution 
of the book as an artifact and even about 
plant fashions throughout history. “Meet 
a Rare Book” sessions explore themes like 
the rise and fall of the herbal as a genre, 
first mentions of various plants in English 
herbals and more.

“I had no idea these were here!” Another 
patron’s enthusiasm sums up the goal 
behind the new program. The rare books 
are valuable, but all the more so when they 
make an impact on the visitors who have 
gotten to see them up close and  
have become part of the long line of 
readers who have turned these pages.  
Join us on the first Saturday of the month  
at 1 p.m. to take part and meet a rare  
book yourself!
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Honor/Memorial Contributors
Gifts Received August 1, 2022 – October 31, 2022

IN MEMORY 
In memory of Marcia Aberle
Craig Aberle
Aberle Family Fund

In memory of Jill Anderson
Greg Anderson

In memory of Roberta 
"Bobbie" May Anderson

Merlin & Susan Anderson and 
Family

In memory of  
Janet Barker Gross

Margaret L. Blackann

In memory of Nick 
Elizabeth and Yasu Kizaki

In memory of Mimi Chenoweth
Ellen Marchand

In memory of  
Edward P. Connors

Marco A. Abarca
Sarah and Todd Alijani
Anonymous
Donald K. Bain
Mr. and Mrs. Robert C. Baron
Ms. Sarita E. Behr
Margrit Benton and  

Mark Nelson
Linda Boden
Mr. and Mrs. Brewster Boyd
Mr. Leo J. Boyle
Eileen Byrne
Mrs. Sheila Cleworth
Mr. F. Hayden Connor
Louise B. Connor
Miss Joy Davis
The Denver Foundation
Judy and M Elliott
Fidelity Charitable Gift Fund
First Onsite
The Garden Club of Denver
Caleb and Sidney Gates
Ms. Cecily Grant and  

Mr. Kurt Smitz
Josiah O. Hatch
Katherine Heidtbrink
Mr. and Mrs. Malvern Hill Jr
Anna and Thomas Hoover
Mrs. Ruth Hopfenbeck
Julie Isbill
Pam Kirk and  

Lindsay Ely Magill
Mrs. James B. Kurtz
Mr. Richard B. Leather
Penny Lewis
Literary Club of Denver
Joan and Hugh Manchester 

and Family
Mr. and Mrs. Stephen S. 

Marsters

Sharon and J. Landis Martin
J Mast-Loughridge
Leslie A. Mendelson
Rosemarie Murane
Mrs. Marguerite Nichols and 

Mr. Edward C. Nichols
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas P. Owen
Carol Purdy
Joseph and Caroline 

Rassenfoss
Jay Rust
Karen Ryan
Schwab Charitable Fund
Malcolm Seawell
Judy Sellers
Kay K. Sellers
Mrs. Susan B. Sheridan
Mrs. Merrill Shields and  

Dr. M. Ray Thomasson
Dr. Andrew Sirotnak and  

Mr. Jamie Waring White
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas J. Sisk, Jr.
Mrs. Jerome Strickland
Ms. Susan Tamulonis
Mrs. Thomas E. Taplin
Thomas and Beatrice Taplin 

Fund
Mr. and Mrs. David O. Tryba
Mr. Brian R. Vogt
Ms. Ellen K. Waterman
G. Travis White
Mr. and Mrs. James S Wilson
Amy Wood
Dawn Wood
Donald A. Yale

In memory of Marie E. Doherty
Jennifer Doherty and  

Steven A Sbkiak

In memory of Rick Gildar
Emily Marberry

In memory of Loren Golitz, MD
Deborah Golitz

In memory of Dianne Graham
Christine and William Breeden

In memory of Charley and 
Edna Grant

Gertrude Grant

In memory of  
Daphne Milne Groos

Ms. Nina Iwashko and  
Mr. Michael Canges

In memory of  
Kristen Halligan-Heckman

Karen and Tim Halligan

In memory of Jeff Harrison
Jen Kunzweiler

In memory of  
Herman Heuberger

Deborah Sides

In memory of Mildred and 
Leonard Hiegert

Richard and Carole Hiegert

In memory of Connie Hyde
Pam Finch
Andrew Hyde

In memory of  
Melrose Jane Kelley

Bob and Sue DeHaan
Anne Dubin
Archie and Andri Holtz
Eric and Melissa Kelley
Cindy and Jim Maihieu
Donna Shannon
Ellie Washington

In memory of Lynn Kilroy
Samuel and Kristina Brown
Barbara Colbert
Lynne Corder
Ms. Agnes Fountain and  

Mr. Charles Fountain
Andrea Garcia
Patricia Hakala
Infosys Limited
Christine Kemp
Mrs. Ann Kerrigan
Cindi Nicholson
Judith W. Norris
Linda Penney
Cindi Schmidt Nicholson
Ajinth Sreedharan

In memory of Kathyn Wedding 
Kimball Cochran

Deborah and Richard Kershaw

In memory of  
Christine Lindmark

Harry Lindmark

In memory of Owen Locke
Dawn Wood

In memory of Lawrence Long
Betsy Jones

In memory of Dory Meadows
Titus Cheshire

In memory of Virginia Morris
Donna Luther

In memory of Hobbes Neirynck
Milli and Jason Wolfson

In memory of  
Joanne Vercler Niswander

Dr. Lee Niswander

In memory of Keegan Peterson
Rebecca Peterson

In memory of Walt Rapue
Jeff Abell and Tonia Abell

In memory of Dawn Repola
Dianne Reyer

In memory of  
William A. Richey

Ms. Mary E. Moser

In memory of Verne Roenfeldt
Chris and David Fritschel
David Fritschel
Tom Hare
Sheryl and Dwight Stenseth

In memory of  
Peggy Warner Shields

Mrs. Merrill Shields and  
Dr. M. Ray Thomasson

In memory of  
Jacob B. Trumbower

Roberta Grant

In memory of James M. Vaughn
Mrs. Louise Vaughn

IN HONOR

In honor of Isa Andrist
Beth and David Lippa

In honor of Louise Barnacle
Dr. Judy Hilton

In honor of  
Cameron and Duncan Burn

Eric C. Fast
Fast Family

In honor of Brenna Crosby
Burton Crosby

In honor of Arthur Hodges and 
Meg Touborg

Rebecca Kahlenberg

In honor of Dorothy Horrell
The Denver Foundation
Mary R. Sissel Fund
Mary and George Sissel

In honor of Marcia Lavochkin
Leslie Cenci

In honor of  
Mary Lynne Lidstone

James Lidstone and  
Alaina Reilly

In honor of Nate Nesbitt and 
Lily Nierenberg

Sarah and Karl Hubbell

In honor of Amelia Price
Arthur Larsen

In honor of Joshua Roometua
Brownstein Hyatt Farber Schreck

In honor of Gary and Bobbi 
Siegel's 50th Anniversary

David Siegel

In honor of  
Judge Norma Sierra

Elie Zwiebel and Laura Bruner

In honor of Peggy Ulrich-Nims
Chrissie Schelhas-Miller

In honor of Brian Vogt
Shane and Paige Smith

In honor of Jamie White
Mr. Gregory Carpenter
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2023 Board  
of Trustees
OFFICERS
Mr. Mike Imhoff, Board Chair
Ms. Mary Lee Chin, Vice Chair
Ms. Dawn Bookhardt, Secretary
Mr. Abe Rodriguez, Treasurer
Ms. Kathy Hodgson, Immediate 

Past Chair

TERM TRUSTEES
Ms. Diane Barrett
Rabbi Joe Black
Mr. Jose Carredano
Dr. Clint Carroll
Mr. Andrew Cullen
Mr. Papa M. Dia
Ms. Melissa Eliot
Sen. Rhonda Fields
Ms. Veronica Figoli
Ms. Cory Freyer
Ms. Kathy Hodgson
Dr. Dorothy Horrell
Ms. Ding Wen Hsu
Mr. Mike Imhoff
Mr. Christopher Leach
Ms. Wy Livingston
Mr. Ron Otsuka
Ms. Yrma Rico
Mr. Abe Rodriguez
Mr. Brad Stevinson
Ms. Marianne Sulser

MAYORAL TRUSTEES
Ms. Nina Casanova
Ms. Tiffany Herrick
Mr. Eliot Hoyt
Ms. Caroline Schomp

LIFE TRUSTEES
Mrs. Thomas E. Taplin

TRUSTEES EMERITI
Dr. Jandel Allen-Davis
Ms. Dawn Bookhardt
Ms. Mary Lee Chin
Mr. Richard Clark
Mrs. Judi Newman 
Mr. Scott Richards
Mr. Harold Smethills

EX-OFFICIO TRUSTEES
Ms. Christina Caulkins, 

President, Denver Botanic 
Gardens Endowment, Inc.

Mrs. Suzanne Coxhead,  
Denver Debutante Ball 

Ms. Happy Haynes,  
Denver Parks &Recreation 

Ms. Kitty Rapalyea, President, 
Denver Botanic Gardens 
Guild

Ms. Cynthia Scott, President, 
Garden Club of Denver

Donors of Distinction
Gifts Received August 1, 2022 – October 31, 2022

Citizens of the Scientific & 
Cultural Facilities District

Anthony Albanese
Dr. Jandel Allen-Davis and 

Mr. Anthony Davis
American Online Giving 

Foundation
Heckrodt Family Fund

Greg Anderson
Anonymous
Asegúrate Colorado
Bemis Public Library
Mr. and Mrs. Bennett Bertoli
Bertoli Living Trust
BNY Mellon Charitable Gift 

Fund
Ann B. Mills Donor Advised 

Fund
Bonnie Brae Liquor
Kathy and Bjorn Borgen
Ingrid Boyd
Breckenridge Distillery
BrightView Landscape 

Development
Bumble Trading, Inc.
Mark and Jan Bundy
Eileen Byrne
Canvasback Construction 

Company
Sis Carroll and Brooke Brown
CenturyLink
Ms. Carol Chamberlain
Charles & Karen Farver 

Charitable Foundation
Mr. and Mrs. Richard K. Clark
Pete and Marilyn Coors
Elizabeth Coughlin
DALYTE
Mari and Hannah Deminski
Monica and John Denler
The Denver Foundation

Mary R. Sissel Fund
Negri Fund
Thomas and Beatrice 

Taplin Fund
Rosemary and Gary Desmond
Marguerite Detmer
Katherine Dines and  

David Miller
Ann W. Douden and  

Medora Mayne
Ron Dullinger
Mr. and Mrs. Fred Ebrahimi
Ebrahimi Family Foundation
Estate of Alma J. Ryan
Estate of Michael Gellner
Everybody Water
Karen and Charles Farver
Eric C. Fast
Fast Family
Brent Fedrizzi
Fidelity Charitable Gift Fund

Wilson's Charitable 
Account

Fitzsimons Credit Union
Fleetwood Foundation
Food Bank of the Rockies
Ms. Mary D. Fowler

Barbee Futrell Riehl and  
Dan Riehl

Peter Gadwa
Genesee Mountain 

Foundation
George J. & Elizabeth Park 

Robinson Trust
GH Phipps Construction 

Companies
Deborah Golitz
Leigh Gordon
Patrick Gourley
Ellie Greenberg
Dr. James Griesemer
Jessica Guenther
Karen and Tim Halligan
Mr. Tom Hawkey and  

Mr. Dennis Hamann
Curt and Jennifer Heckrodt
Richard and Carole Hiegert
Dr. Judy Hilton
Mr. and Mrs. Graham E. 

Hollis
Mrs. Ruth Hopfenbeck
Michael and Kaye Hurtt
Andrew Hyde
Mr. and Mrs. Michael Imhoff
Ms. Nina Iwashko and  

Mr. Michael Canges
Mary Jo Johnson and  

Wren Miller
Kaiser Permanente
Deborah and Richard 

Kershaw
Lisa Anne Kessler and  

Robert Kessler
Eaddo H. Kiernan
Sharon Kirts and  

Joan Kirts Paschall
Koelbel and Co.
Ms. Patti Kramish
Janet and Stuart Kritzer
Mrs. James B. Kurtz
The LARRK Foundation
Lifescape Colorado
William and Murray Lunsford
Ms. Susan B. Mammel
Peter Marczyk and  

Barbara Macfarlane
Marczyk Fine Foods
Marshall-Rodeno Associated
Howard Matz
David and Laura Merage
Metropolitan State University 

of Denver
Mike's Camera
J. Kent and Leslie Miller
Anne B. Mills
Modern Technology Solutions, 

Inc.
Morrison & Foerster LLP
Mythology Distillery
Lisa Negri
Christopher Nickerson
NitaHome
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas P. 

Owen
Kris and William Paddock

Lise Pederson
Lisa Peloso and Vikas Patel
PEMA Foundation
Michelle Peterson and  

Craig Peterson
Rebecca Peterson
Jake Phipps
Denise Pitner and  

Michelle Puyear
Polestar Denver
Carl Polhemus
Amy Prall
Prologis
Lindsay Reimers
Hugh L. Rice and Mary B. 

Schaefer
Trude Ridley
Rio Grande Co.
Ruggles Mabe Studios
S&P Global
Coleen and Zack Sanders
Dr. Richard and Jo Sanders
Mr. and Mrs. Barney 

Schotters
Schwab Charitable Fund
BJ Scott
Mrs. Cynthia Y. Scott and  

Mr. Peter Scott
Ms. Ellen Scott
Mrs. Merrill Shields and  

Dr. M. Ray Thomasson
Mary and George Sissel
Mr. Ben Stapleton
Stem Ciders
Marianne and Tim Sulser
Shelley and Philip Tamminga
Mrs. Thomas E. Taplin
Teammates Commercial 

Interiors
Joey Terriquez and  

Gary Malloy
The Herbert & Nell Singer 

Foundation
The Northern Trust Company
Konnie and Jack Thompson
Michael and Emily Toia
University of Colorado 

Medicine
U.S. Bank
Mrs. Louise Vaughn
Vertafore
Virginia W. Hill Foundation
Mr. Brian R. Vogt
Mr. and Mrs. Jeff J. Wagner
Don and Bonnie Walls
Ms. Ellen K. Waterman
Mr. Mark W. Williams
Karen and Ian Wolfe
Wong Strauch Architects
Amy Wood
Dawn Wood
Xcel Energy
Mr. and Mrs. Robert 

Zaparanick
Zorba's
Elie Zwiebel and Laura Bruner
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Stay connected to the Gardens!
Use #MyDBG 

botanicgardens.org

http://www.botanicgardens.org
https://www.facebook.com/denverbotanicgardens
https://twitter.com/denverbotanic
https://www.instagram.com/denverbotanic/
https://www.youtube.com/user/DenverBotanicGardens
https://www.tiktok.com/@denverbotanic

